What's Holding You Back? 



I touched upon this subject last year in the article "What Price 
Salvation" but feel the need to revisit it because I sense God 
beckoning me to further withdraw from the cares of this world. What 
God is showing me is that much of the hold that Satan has on the 
people of this world is through things. 

Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit 
adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false 
witness, Honour thy father and thy mother. And he said, 
All these have I kept from my youth up. Now when 
Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou 
hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, 
follow me. And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich. 
Luke 18:20-23 (KJV) © 

Even now God is showing me that the sin of the rich man in the above passage wasn't that he was rich, but that 
he was not willing to lay his riches down; even for something far better. God is calling us all to take personal 
inventory of every area of our lives and we need to start eliminating the things we cling to that we know are not 
pleasing to Him 

And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am 
faint: therefore was his name called Edom. And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy 
birthright. And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this 
birthright do to me? And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and 
he sold his birthright unto Jacob. 
Genesis 25:30-33 (KJV) © 

The lesson of Esau selling his birthright is clear. Christ went to the cross for the sins of the world (1 John 2:2 
KJV L 1 ) so in a real sense salvation is the birthright of every person who desires to have it and fulfills the 
requirements. Yet Satan is there ready to cheat us from our birthright by offering us temporal things in exchange. 

And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that 
falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. And not many days after the younger 
son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his 
substance with riotous living. 
Luke 15:12-13 (KJV) © 

I ask you now, how many men gave up their salvation, their birthright, to chase a woman, or a career, or riches? 
Is this not what the prodigal son did? The only difference is that the Prodigal Son saw the error of his ways and 
knew his Father was a loving and merciful man. He was willing to humble himself and return to his Father with a 
contrite spirit and ask forgiveness. 

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 




which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 
1 Corinthians 6:19 (KJV) © 

Would the Prodigal Son today even have the shame to leave his lather's house? Or would he try to bring his 
debauchery and sin into his Father's house? When our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit this is exactly 
what we are doing every time we sin! 

What are you holding back? Is there something, anything in your life that you would not be willing to leave if 
Christ appeared before you and said "follow me'? I've got news for you; He did just that at the moment of 
salvation! We desire to walk with Christ but we fall behind. I can see Christians who are chained by their ankles 
to their televisions dragging them along on their walk with Christ. I can see them walking along staring at their 
portable devices not paying attention to where Christ is trying to lead them and falling into pits. 

And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, And the cares 
of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, 
choke the word, and it be come th unfruitful. 
Mark 4:18-19 (KJV)© 

At this time like no other in history Christ needs our undivided attention; and we can't keep up with Christ and 
where He wants to take us if we are distracted by the temporal things of this world. We need to put them in 
proper perspective and start eliminating them now, because when the day comes that we are forced to either 
give them up or serve the antichrist we may not have the strength to do so. 

But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I 
have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 
1 Corinthians 9:27 (KJV) © 

Understand now, all the "rights" of Christians will be and are even now being taken away; our free speech, our 
internet accounts and every other form of communication will eventually be curtailed. We will eventually not be 
able to buy or sell without the mark of the Beast. Learn now to do without on your own and it will be much 
easier to bear when it becomes mandatory. God preserved Israel in the desert for forty years, but they didn't 
have luxury, only the barest of necessities. Get used to eating less; break the caffeine and soft drink addictions. 
Start drinking water. I am speaking as much to me as anyone else, we need to discipline our bodies and bring 
them into subjection. 



